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April 2016

Dear Sixth Grade Student:

This coming September you will be attending Great Neck North Middle School, and we are sure you are excited about the three years you will spend in our school.  We look forward to working with you.

We want you to feel that you are well prepared when you enter these doors in September.  We want you to feel familiar with the building itself and some of the people you will get to know, and we also want you to feel that you are prepared academically for the challenges that await you.  That is why we have decided to give all incoming sixth graders a summer reading assignment.  We want you to read one book (we know many of you will read much more on your own!) and, when you start school in September, we will ask you to talk and write about the book you have read.

We are asking you to choose one of the novels listed below to read over the summer before entering sixth grade.  Review the brief descriptions on the following pages and work with your current teacher to select a book that you will enjoy. 



   BOOK                                                   AUTHOR                             LEVEL

Crenshaw


  Katherine Applegate

   Q
The Great Gilly Hopkins 

  Katherine Paterson
        
   S
                       
Almost Home


  Nora Raleigh Baskin

   T
My Side of the Mountain  

  Jean Craighead George
        
   U
Pay It Forward


  Catherine Ryan Hyde

   U
Counting by 7s


  Holly Goldberg Sloan

   W
Al Capone Does My Shirts  
  Gennifer Choldenko
        
   X
Levels Q, S, T = Least Challenging

Level U = Middle

Levels W and X = Middle-Challenging

If you feel that these books are inappropriate for your reading level, you may select another, but only with the approval of your current teacher.

Use the attached Post-it Prompt Worksheet to help you track your thinking and prepare notes in anticipation of a test in September. The test could be multiple-choice, short answer, or extended response. The extended response could ask you to reflect on a theme or specific challenge faced by a character/characters in the novel.  You may use your notes during the writing assessment.  

Please share this letter with your parents.  Have a wonderful summer.  Enjoy your book!

Sincerely, 

Cinthia Serowik

English Department Chairperson






